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Introduction               KU 150 Design Brief

Purpose

The purpose of the KU 150 exhibit is to create a transportable exhibition highlighting the 

history and culture of the state. By focusing on the people who have transcended their 

respective fields through transformative, innovative and inspiring actions, this exhibition 

celebrates the contributions of Kansans—those that were born here and those who have 

adopted the University of Kansas  [KU] as their home. These select stories highlight the 

richness and diversity of KU’s contribution to both Kansas and the global community.

 

Exhibit Goals, Requirements, & Themes

Goals

•	 Focus	on	KU	values	and	traditions	as	we	look	to	the	future	emphasis	on	KU’s	role	in		 	

 educating leaders, building healthy communities, and making discoveries that change  

 the world.

•	 Engage	students,	faculty,	emeriti,	staff,	alumni,	friends	and	local	communities.	

•	 Strong	focus	on	KU’s	many	connections	within	Kansas	and	gratitude	to	the	people	of		

 Kansas as we emphasize KU’s global reach and impact.

Requirements

•	 The	exhibit	materials	must	be	sturdy,	yet	light	enough	for	one	to	two	people	to	trans	 	

 port and easily set up with minimal tools. 

•	 The	exhibit	must	fit	into	a	standard	rental	mini	van	(Dodge	Caravan).

•	 The	exhibit	must	not	have	anything	too	valuable	(i.e.	technology)	that	could	be	broken		

 or stolen

•	 The	exhibit	should	be	designed	to	be	adaptable	to	a	variety	of	space	requirements:		 	

 both in content and arrangement. 
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Exhibit Goals, Requirements, & Themes

Themes

•	 Place: a particular region, center of population, or location; a distinct condition, posi

	 tion,	or	state	of	mind	(Merriam-Webster).	Kansans	have	a	strong	sense	of	place	and

 attachment to their home state. Some people embodied place in their work by work  

 ing directly with the land or using it as inspiration. Others focus on creating projects

	 that	benefit	their	place	and	the	people	who	share	it.	We	chose	to	focus	on	those

	 whose	work	has	had	the	most	far-reaching	benefits.	

•	 Transformation: a complete or major change in someone’s or something’s appearance,  

	 form,	etc.	(Merriam-Webster).	Kansans	have	transformed	both	Kansas	and	the	global			

 community. The people featured in this section are those who transformed everything  

 from how people perceive furniture to how the field of science. 

•	 Triumph: a great or important victory; a great success or achievement; the very happy  

	 and	joyful	feeling	that	comes	from	victory	or	success	(Merriam-Webster).	There	are		 	

 numerous Kansans who have triumphed over adversity.  However, we tried to highlight  

	 those	we	felt	best-exemplified	Kansas’	motto:	ad	astra	per	aspera,	to	the	stars	through		

 difficulties.

Introduction               KU 150 Design Brief
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Target Audience

KU Alumni

• 	 In 150 years, KU has amassed over 340,000 alumni worldwide, with over half of them 	

	 residing in Kansas. These graduates are proud of their school and its unique and 		

	 strong heritage. The exhibit seeks to engage alums because of their strong connection 	

	 to the school as well as facilitating exhibit integration in their local communities. 

Locals who may visit community buildings, centers, libraries, and/or museums

•	 Kansas’s population has gradually increased over the last 150 years. Today, roughly 2.9 	

	 million people call Kansas their home. Kansans have a unique connection to the land 		

	 and the transformations that have taken place there. These locals should be strongly 		

	 considered for the exhibit audience due to their natural connection to the state.

People visiting the State Fair

•	 The Kansas State Fair attracts people from all walks of life. In addition to attracting 	 	

	 people from all 105 counties, it also brings in visitors from other states. These people

	 may have no idea of Kansas’s unique history and achievements. Therefore, these 

	 people should be carefully considered in the exhibit layout due to their unfamiliarity 		

	 with Kansas’ history and attainments.

Possible exhibit venues 

• 	 Please see Appendix B

Audience													                        KU 150 Design Brief
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Introduction

•		 Kansas	has	transformed	over	the	past	150	years.	Kansas	is	more	than	farmland	and		 	

	 Civil	War	epitaphs.	Our	state	has	been	the	site	of	numerous	achievements	in	science,			

 art, and technology. Countless individuals have made extraordinary contributions to   

 their fields, which have transformed Kansas as well as the entire world. This exhibit is   

 a celebration of those people and all they have accomplished here in Kansas.  

Place

•	 Throughout	the	years,	Kansas	has	been	uniquely	defined	by	its	landscape.	This			 	

 definition applies to its physical nature as well as its ideologies. By capturing the 

 subtle beauty of the landscape, to working in rural communities, these stories bring 

 together people from across the state. This connection stems from an inherent love 

 of the land characterized by the actions of those that call Kansas home.

Capturing the bond between people and their land

Terry Evans, a Kansas native, uses her camera to capture the strong relation-

ship between people living on the prairies and the landscapes they inhabit. 

In	1978,	Wes	Jackson	of	the	Land	Institute	asked	her	to	photograph	a	virgin	

prairie he was studying. Terry was so moved by the sight of the undisturbed 

ecosystem that she took over 4,000 photographs of the ground alone. Years 

later, Evans returned to the prairies, taking photographs of abandoned sites in 

Kansas. According to Evans, “[the] photographs…show marks that contain con-

tradictions and mysteries that raise questions about how we live on the prairie.”

Exhibit Content            KU 150 Design Brief
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Interpreting the land

Erasmus Haworth was chairman of the Departments of Geology and Mineral-

ogy	at	KU	from	1892	to1920,	as	well	as	State	Geologist	for	21	years.	He	orga-

nized the Kansas Geological Survey, a division of KU that studies and publishes 

information on the state’s geology. The studies have been useful in locating 

minerals, gas, oil, and water around Kansas. Today, groups such as government 

agencies, engineers, and people just interested in Kansas’s geology use the 

information published by the KGS. 

Solving the 10,000 year old problem of agriculture

Throughout	Kansas,	farming	is	a	way	of	life.	For	over	35	years,	native	Kansan,	

Wes	Jackson,	has	worked	to	solve,	“the	10,000	year	old	problem	of	agricul-

ture,” the loss of nutrients in soil due to constant farming.  Jackson’s Land Insti-

tute works towards the goal of generating a diverse range of crop species that 

cannot only be planted every year, but also replenish the soil. Their work is slow 

going, however Jackson is optimistic saying, “If you’re working on a problem 

you can solve in your own lifetime, you’re not thinking big enough.”

Place

Exhibit Content            KU 150 Design Brief
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Training Kansans for Kansans

Dr.	Franklin	D.	Murphy	had	already	made	a	name	for	himself	before	becom-

ing	the	dean	of	the	University	of	Kansas	Medical	School	in1948.	While	at	KU,	

Dr. Murphy headed the creation of the Rural Health Program for Kansas, also 

known as the Murphy Plan. The program was the first of its kind and aimed at 

addressing the serious shortage of physicians and other medical personnel in 

many rural Kansas communities. Today the program is still an integral part of 

the	medical	school	with	a	KU	trained	physician	serving	in	91	of	the	105	counties	

in Kansas.

Preserving our unique heritage

Deanell Reece Tacha has served on the United States Court of Appeals for the 

Tenth	Circuit	since	her	appointment	by	President	Reagan	in	1985	and	was	the	

Chief	Judge	from	2001-2007.	During	the	last	decade,	Judge	Tacha	devoted	

her	time	to	helping	found	the	Freedom’s	Frontier	National	Heritage	Area.	It	is	

comprised	of	the	forty-one	counties	along	the	Kansas-Missouri	border	and	is	

intended to preserve the stories of the struggle for freedom that have played 

out	along	this	border	before	the	Civil	War	and	in	the	years	since.	Today,	Judge	

Tacha is the Chair of the Board of Trustees.

Place

Exhibit Content            KU 150 Design Brief
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Transformation

•	 Discoveries,	art	and	legislation	are	often	not	paired	together,	but	all	have	transforma	 	

	 tive	qualities.	This	could	be	taking	the	ordinary	and	making	it	extraordinary,	uncover-

	 ing	new	uses	for	something	old,	or	working	to	bring	equality	to	all.	The	resourceful-

	 ness	and	originality	exhibited	by	the	people	of	Kansas	are	reasons	why	these	transfor-	

 mations have occurred.

Taking the ordinary and making it extraordinary

Wendell	Castle	is	an	artist	whose	creates	pieces	that	elevate	furniture	to	the	

realm of art. His work embodies nature and sustainability; a theme the Kansas 

native	has	been	exploring	since	the	early	1960s.	When	asked	if	he	would	give	

way to modern times and design his pieces with technology, Castle insists, “I’m 

never going to design directly on the computer, I will always work by hand.”

Equality across barriers

The	passage	of	the	1990	Americans	With	Disabilities	Act	was	a	watershed	

moment in America. The person behind the bill was Kansas Senator Bob Dole 

whose desire to expand accessibility for people with disabilities pushed the bill 

into existence. The bill has brought numerous changes including increasing ac-

cess and employment opportunities for people with disabilities.

Exhibit Content            KU 150 Design Brief
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Transformation

An Unlikely Discovery

In	May	1903,	a	well	in	Dexter,	Kansas	started	spewing	large	amounts	of	non-

flammable, natural gas. The bizarre gas caught the attention of KU geology 

professor, Erasmus Haworth, who gave samples of the gas to Hamilton P. Cady 

and	David	F.	McFarland,	chemistry	professors	at	KU.	The	duo	discovered	that	

the gas contained 1.84% of helium, which led them to conclude that helium was 

not “[…] a rare element, but a common element, existing in goodly quantity for 

uses that are yet to be found for it.” They were right. Today helium is used in 

low-temperature	research,	welding,	lasers,	magnetic	resonance	imaging	(MRI)	

technology, nuclear reactors, ballistic missiles, and of course, balloons. 

The doctor can see you now

In	1991,	Dr.	Leone	Mattioli,	an	expert	in	infant	cardiac	diseases	at	the	KU	Medical	

Center, and Dr. Bob Cox, a pediatrician in Hays, Kansas, were the first doctors in 

Kansas to use telemedicine. Dr. Cox needed Dr. Mattioli to evaluate newborns in 

Hays but could not risk sending them to Kansas City in an ambulance. Their so-

lution was to use telemedicine technology, which allowed Dr. Mattioli to assess 

and diagnose the newborns without traveling. Today, the University of Kansas 

Center for Telemedicine & Telehealth is a leader in telemedicine and is working 

with the Heartland Telehealth Resource Center to continue providing services 

to rural Kansas.  

Exhibit Content            KU 150 Design Brief
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Triumphs

•	 Those	described	here	are	the	‘first’	or	‘only’,	and	as	such	these	individuals	paved	the		 	

 way for those who would come after them. Their achievements show the strength and  

 perseverance needed to succeed. By singling out these people, the hope is that their   

 stories can be taken as examples of overcoming barriers to achieve success.

From	outsider	to	Olympic	champion

Born on the Pine Ridge Reservation to parents of different races and orphaned by the 

age of 12, Billy Mills struggled with feeling like an outsider at an early age. Influenced by 

his father’s advice, Mills took up running while attending the Haskell Institute. Despite 

later becoming a star athlete at KU, the racism he faced made him consider jumping 

to	his	death	his	junior	year.	However,	he	stopped	himself	and	immediately	wrote	down:	

“Gold	medal,	10,000	meter-run,	believe,	believe,	believe.”	On	October	14,	1964	he	did	just	

that, setting a new Olympic record at the Tokyo Olympics and becoming only American 

to	ever	win	the	10,000-meter	run.

Finding	success	in	sports	after	Title	IX

Title	IX	is	a	statute	that	propelled	women	into	the	world	of	sports	and	had	a	huge	influ-

ence	on	basketball	player	Lynette	Woodard.	She	was	as	talented	her	male	counterparts;	

however	in	the	early	1980s	there	was	no	professional	basketball	league	for	women	in	

America.	Therefore	after	graduating	from	KU,	Woodard	spent	several	years	playing	for	

a	league	in	Italy.	She	returned	to	the	United	States	in	1984	to	join	the	woman’s	Olympic	

basketball team, which went on to win the gold metal. A year later, she became the first 

female	member	of	the	Harlem	Globetrotters.	Woodard	was	inducted	into	the	Naismith	

Basketball	Hall	of	Fame	in	2004.

Exhibit Content            KU 150 Design Brief
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Triumphs

Breaking racial barriers in music and entertainment

From	Stockton,	Kansas,	Lorenzo	Dow	Fuller	was	accepted	as	a	sponsored	

student at the University of Kansas at 15 years old, where he studied opera and 

other	classical	forms.	While	at	KU,	he	became	the	first	black	man	to	sing	with	

the KU Symphony Orchestra and had more than two thousands people come 

to	his	senior	recital.	After	graduating,	Fuller	enjoyed	a	very	successful	career	in	

New	York	City.	His	radio	show,	Van	and	the	Genie,	broke	racial	barriers	by	being	

the first show in the nation to have a black man star opposite a white woman. 

He	was	also	the	first	African	American	in	the	nation	to	have	his	own	TV	show:	

“Musical Miniatures.” 

The power of words

Despite	never	graduating	from	college,	William	Allen	White	made	a	name	for	

himself as a successful journalist, author, and activist. The owner of the Em-

poria Gazette faced jail time when he spoke out for labor rights and freedom 

of	speech.	The	experience	inspired	him	to	write,	“To	an	Anxious	Friend,”	an	

editorial that won him a Pulitzer Prize. Passionately against the Ku Klux Klan, 

White	used	his	power	to	fight	them	and	even	ran	for	governor	in	response	to	

the	KKK’s	support	of	the	other	candidates.	While	he	did	not	win,	his	campaign	

helped bring more attention to the issue of the Klan.

Exhibit Content            KU 150 Design Brief
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Exhibit Dimensions

Exhibit Design Concepts                 KU 150 Design Brief
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Cost:	
  $258

Size:	
  33in	
  x	
  80	
  in
Material:	
  Vinyl	
  Stay	
  Flat
End	
  Cap	
  Color:	
  Black

Cost	
  (x9):	
  $2817

Size:	
  47in	
  x	
  80	
  in
Material:	
  Vinyl	
  Stay	
  Flat
End	
  Cap	
  Color:	
  Black
Cost:	
  $313	
  



Panel Designs
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Panel Designs
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Panel Designs
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Panel Designs
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Label Text Examples
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Arrangement Options
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Community Outreach

Post-It Stand

• 	 You can create a station where visitors can write on Post-It Notes, shaped like Kansas, their 		

	 response to potential questions like: What does Kansas mean to you? What is your favorite 		

	 place in Kansas? How has Kansas transformed since you were born? What innovations are

	 happening in your community? What is your favorite moment in Kansas’ history? Who do 	 	

	 you think is an important figure in Kansas’ history? We chose to have the notes be in the

	 shape of Kansas to reemphasize the idea of place and add something unique. A logo can

	 also be printed on them. Of course, there are cheaper options. When the board is full, who-	

	 ever is in charge of the exhibit at the location can remove the notes and place them in an en-

	 velope to be sent back to KU. We think an amazing art project could be created using these 	

	 notes. 

The Local Exhibit (only possible at museums or centers with exhibit spaces that can be monitored)

• 	 At each of the stops, the hosting venue can set up a table where locals can bring in their 	 	

	 own objects that relate to the exhibit’s themes. This would create a greater personal connec-	

	 tion to our exhibit and hopefully generate more interest in the exhibit. People could write

	 their own labels for their objects and leave them on display for as long as they wish to (some

	 for of system would need to be set up to ensure nothing was misplaced or lost). The host

	 venue would need to be responsible for the safety of the objects and provide tables or

	 stands to place the objects on along with paper to write labels.

Community Outreach &									          KU 150 Design Brief
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Community Outreach

The	Local	Speaker	(more	viable	at	museums	or	community	centers)

•		 At	each	of	the	stops,	the	hosting	venue	can	invite	someone	from	the	community	to	come	and		

 speak about a topic that connects to the themes of the exhibit.

Example from a Pop Up Museum Event, “Chinatown is in the Heart”

“Along side the artifacts, Jun Lee, one of the last 3 residents of any Chinatown 

in Santa Cruz County and former mayor of Scotts Valley, told stories depict-

ing life in Chinatown. Visitors gathered around as he told stories of childhood, 

discrimination, and ultimately, the destruction of Chinatown.  Lee was visiting 

form	Junior	College	in	1955	when	flooding	of	the	San	Lorenzo	River	destroyed	

the last Chinatown. George Ow, author of Chinatown Dreams and nephew to 

Lee, shared his exquisite photographs and stories further depicting life in the 

often forgotten Chinatowns of Santa Cruz.”

Community Outreach &          KU 150 Design Brief
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Takeaway Materials

•		 Postcards

•		 Brochure	(Could	be	developed	for	exhibit	or	from	representative	department/institution	featured	in	the	exhibit)

•		 Buttons

•		 Banner	Pens

IPad Display Stands

While	the	original	parameters	for	the	exhibit	did	not	include	any	technology,	the	

advancement	of	portable	machines	cannot	be	ignored.	With	the	invention	of	

iPads and miniature laptops, the transportation and delivery of information to 

the	masses	has	become	much	easier.	New	podiums	have	also	been	invented	that	

allow for an iPad to be “docked” inside the podium under a locked gateway. A 

built in charger is also available that keep the device at full battery capacity with-

out having to plug the podium in to an outlet. These new podiums have become 

standards at many trade shows and are affordable and cost effective.

These iPads can be loaded with either an iBook or an App that is chalked full of 

detailed information about the KU 150 stories. The display boards can only hold 

so many words and facts. The addition of a technological piece could be invalu-

able for giving the average citizen a plethora of new information. The iPads can 

also be linked up to the KU150 website.

The stands are secure with a key lock system to prevent theft, can be bolted to 

the floor, and are cost effective.

Community Outreach &          KU 150 Design Brief

Takeaway Materials           

29



Appendices

30



Budget
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Poster	
  Budget

Unit	
  Price Quanity	
   Total
33in	
  poster $258 1 $258
47in	
  poster $313 9 $2,817
Printed	
  Proof $25 1 $25
Total $3,100.00

Take	
  Aways	
  Budget

Unit	
  Price Quanity	
   Total
Bu2ons $0.75 1000 $750
Postcards $0.58 1000 $580
Brochure $1.00 1000 $1,000
Pens $0.89 1000 $890
Total	
  for	
  all $3,220

Totals	
  for: $1,330Bu2ons	
  &	
  Postcards
$1,640
$1,750
$1,890
$1,580
$1,470

Bu-ons	
  &	
  Pens

Postcards	
  &	
  Pens

Bu-ons	
  &	
  Brochures
Pens	
  &	
  Brochures
Postcards	
  &	
  Brochures

Total	
  for	
  All
Stand	
  for	
  Brochures	
  &	
  KU150	
  Info $52.02 $3,272

Outreach	
  Budget

Unit	
  Price Quanity	
   Total
Post-­‐It	
  Notes $1.13 1000 $1,130.00
Bulle<n	
  Board $376.76 1 $376.76
Total $1,506.76
*Regular	
  Post-­‐In	
  Notes $7.29 2	
  packs	
  of	
  500 $14.58

$7,826.76Maximum	
  Possible	
  Cost	
  (minus	
  shipping/taxes)



Possible Venues

• 	 KU Alumni Chapters Since there is a built in audience of KU alumni in these areas, we 		

	 chose the chapters with the largest populations of alumni outside of Lawrence. A KU

	 alumni would also be beneficial because they are more familiar with the location and 		

	 can act as facilitators for the exhibit.

Greater Kansas City

• 	 Wyandotte County Historical Museum: Focuses on the history of town	

	 ships in Wyandotte County (Shawnee, Prairie/Delaware, Quindaro, Wy	

	 andotte), hosts traveling exhibits, open 6 days a week, appears to be an 	

	 active museum    http://www.wycomuseum.org

• 	 Memorial Hall: Historical building and active concert and event hall, ex	

	 hibit could be used in lobby, high visitor traffic     (913) 371-7560

Wichita

• 	 The Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum: Focuses on the his	

	 tory of Wichita and Sedgwick County, open 6 days a week, appears to 	

	 be an active museum     http://wichitahistory.org 

• 	 The Orpheum: An active, historic music venue, exhibit could be place in 	

	 the lobby     http://www.wichitaorpheum.com 

Appendices													                       KU 150 Design Brief
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Possible Venues

Ad Astra

•		 Kansas State Capitol: Recently opened, has lots of space, has mini ex 

hibits throughout     http://www.kshs.org/capitol/	

•		 Kansas Museum of History & State Archives: Active state museum, state  

archives in same location, director of museum is a KU alum and teaches  

for the Museum Studies Program     http://www.kshs.org 

First	City

•		 Leavenworth Public Library: Appears to be the most active cultural/ 

educational venue in Leavenworth that matches our content

http://leavenworthpubliclibrary.org	

East

•		 Franklin County Historical Society: Appears to be most active museum  

	 in	the	area,	open	6	days	a	week,	not	open	in	Jan/Feb

http://www.olddepotmuseum.org 

Appendices                        KU 150 Design Brief

33



  

Possible Venues

•		 KU	Alumni	Chapters	Since	there	is	a	built	in	audience	of	KU	alumni	in	these	areas,	we			

 chose the chapters with the largest populations of alumni outside of Lawrence. A KU

 alumni would also be beneficial because they are more familiar with the location and   

 can act as facilitators for the exhibit.

Salina:	Home	of	Wes	Jackson

•	 Smoky Hill Museum: Appears to be most active museum in the area

http://www.smokyhillmuseum.org 

Russell:	Birthplace	of	Bob	Dole

•		 Deines Cultural Center: Appears to be the most active art/educational  

center in the area     http://www.deinesculturalcenter.org 

Stockton:	Birthplace	of	Lorenzo	Fuller	Jr.

•		 Appears to be the only museum in the area, located in town where  

	 Frank	Lorenzo	Jr.	was	born     http://rookscounty.net/rooks-co-museum 

Appendices                        KU 150 Design Brief
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Banner Printing Specifications

33"	
  Specifica+ons 33"	
  Specifica+ons
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Image Sources

Some of the photographs used in the panel examples were obtained from The University of Kansas Kenneth Spencer 

Research Library University Archives. However, the photographs have not been formally requested or approved for use. 

To obtain the proper credentials, contact the University Archives. A Request for Permission to Publish, Distribute, or 

Display	form	will	need	to	be	completed.	The	panel	images	that	are	from	the	University	Archives	include:

•	 Billy	Mills

•	 Kansas	Geological	Survey

•	 Lynette	Woodard

•	 Hamilton	P.	Cady

•	 David	F.	McFarland

•	 Dr.	Franklin	D.	Murphy	(KU	Medical	Center	Archives)
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