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Introduction
About the Kenneth Spencer Rescarch Library(KSRL)

History and Function 4,
NC R ESEARCH LIBRARY

The Kenneth Spencer Research Library is home to rare books, manuscripts, KENNETH SPE
photographs, and archival records in many subject areas, including the Kansas
Collection, Special Collections, and the University Archives. This library provides
access to these materials for researchers and the public. Several University of
Kansas classes take place in the building each semester. Additionally, the KSRL
performs conservation work on the objects in the collections and programming for
various groups and organizations.

This library was made possible by a generous contribution from Helen Foresman
Spencer as a memorial to her husband Kenneth Spencer, for whom the library was
named. The KSRL was dedicated on November 8, 1968 and opened to the public in
December of that year.

Mission

“Our mission is to connect scholars in varied disciplines with the information that

is critical to their research, while providing excellent services in a welcoming and
comfortable environment. We continue to build outstanding collections of materials,
ranging from the documents of ordinary life in Kansas, to stunning illuminated
manuscripts, to exciting images of our university. We treasure our stewardship of
these materials and realize that access is at the heart of our mission.”



Introduction

Recent Renovations

Marilyn Stokstad Reading Room and Front Lobby

The Marilyn Stokstad Reading Room and front lobby renovation exemplifies the
direction that the KSRL is moving in refurbishing the public area of the library. It was
redesigned in 2011 with a generous gift from Dr. Marilyn Stokstad.

In the words of Beth Whittaker, Head of the KSRL:
“Dr. Stokstad'’s gift comes at a crucial point for us at Spencer. It has enabled us not only to
modernize the space for researchers and visitors, but to make it a more welcoming and
helpful environment. Because the collections in Spencer do not circulate and are stored in
closed stacks, the reading room is the focal point of the library. The project addresses the
need for additional consultation/small group teaching space, as well as several practical
needs, such as improved wayfinding for users, emergency egress, noise control, enhanced

security, new flooring, upgraded wiring, lighting and more power outlets.”




Introduction

About the North Gallery

The North Gallery is one of the signature spaces of the KSRL and on the University

of Kansas campus. A large public space located on the third floor of the Library, the
North Gallery is best known for its captivating views. The floor-to-ceiling windows at
the north end of the room offer a picturesque view of the Campanile and Potter Lake.
Visitors to the North Gallery are also able to enjoy another unusual sight—hundreds
of pre-nineteenth century books. The distinctive feature of the North Gallery is the
two-floor, glass enclosed book stack—familiarly known as the cube—which houses
the KSRL's Special Collections. These volumes are among the oldest and most
beautiful materials in the KSRL's collections.

In addition to serving as visible storage for one of the KSRL's major collections, the
North Gallery also functions as a venue for lectures, luncheons, memorial services,
and receptions for campus and community groups. The space is also frequently
utilized by university students, who take advantage of the peaceful atmosphere of the
gallery to read and study.

The North Gallery
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Introduction
The North Gallery

Engaging Visitors with the Collections

The KSRL's primary objective for the North Gallery is to create an engaging
environment that educates visitors about the collections and purpose of the KSRL.
The space must remain flexible and adaptable for multiple uses, while facilitating the
exhibition of objects from the Library’s extensive collections. It must provide a place
for tourists to view the campus, a space for programming, and provide comfortable
seating for students who currently use the space.

Proposed Changes to the Space

This booklet outlines several potential modifications to the North Gallery, which will
enhance the visitors’ understanding of and appreciation for the KSRL’s collections.
The proposed design strategy is to incorporate interactive media and several pieces
of modular exhibit furniture that can be easily reconfigured to allow for the display of
a wide variety of materials. The design for the display pieces and the space will invite
visitors to experience periodically changing exhibits about broad themes that unite
the three major collections of the KSRL.




Overview of KSRL Holdings

Kansas Collection

The Kansas Collection is the regional history division of the University of Kansas
Libraries. The Collection provides researchers with primary source materials that
document the history of Kansas and the region. In order to support teaching and
research, the staff of the Collection acquire, preserve, and make available resources
such as manuscripts, photographs, maps, architectural drawings and blueprints,
books, newspapers, periodicals, film and videotapes that document the “Kansas
Experience.” The Kansas Collection is also a depository for publications of the state of
Kansas and for Douglas County records.

Major Collections of the KSRI,

Special Collections

Special Collections contains a wide range of rare books and manuscripts. Its primary
charge is the collection and preservation of original sources for use by students and
scholars of the humanities, the history of science, and the history of the book. Special
Collections presently holds about 250,000 volumes printed since the mid-fifteenth
century and about 500,000 manuscripts dating from antiquity to the present.

University Archives

University Archives, established in 1969, is the repository for the records documenting
the history of the University of Kansas. Unfortunately, many early records were lost,
but some documents were identified and kept by various offices and eventually
brought to the Archives for proper preservation and storage.
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Overview of KSRL Holdings

Materials Housed in the Collections

Two Dimensional Materials
Includes photographs, correspondence, diaries, yearbooks, personal papers,
scrapbooks, manuscripts, books, maps, posters, flyers, newspapers, ticket stubs,

business cards, and smaller ephemera.

Books: Dimensions range from a few inches wide and high, to over two feet in the
length or width and several inches thick.

Maps and Oversized Posters: Many are as large as 3 x 4 feet, some larger.

Three Dimensional Objects

Includes trophies, helmets, clothing, flags, banners, small personal belongings,
objects related to the print industry, and much more.

Objects range from the very small (cuneiform tablet) to the very large (printing press).

Audiovisual Materials

Includes several thousand feet of film in various formats and numerous audio
recordings such as oral histories.

Films: 150 most popular/important films are currently being digitized.




Exhibit Design Concepts

Suggested Modifications to the North Gallery Entryway

It is not always obvious to visitors that the North Gallery is a public space. Adding
signage and other visual cues is one strategy to draw people into the gallery. As shown
at the top right—Ilarge, informative signage on the back wall of room 319 is visible to
visitors as they enter the 3rd floor lobby. It is recommended that the current wall case in
this location be removed and replaced with a sleek vinyl sign that can be easily removed
and replaced as exhibits change. Lawrence Sign Up can produce low tack, matte vinyl
signage and have quoted a price of approximately $200 for each sign following the
prototype design.

Once visitors are drawn into room 319 from the lobby, their attention will be captured
by illuminated signage inside both doorways to the North Gallery. These signs (pictured
below) consist of light boxes hung on the walls beside the doors through which staff
members enter the cube. Light boxes are a reusable and eye-catching way to inform
visitors about current exhibit titles or themes. A standard light box size option is 26” by
39.75” and costs approximately $500 through www.anythingdisplay.com.

Treasures from the Stacks
ik

Shewearing astions olonipns wichin e otk fialery

Room 319 Introduction

Expansion of the doorways into the North Gallery is a more extreme modification, but it
would make the space significantly more welcoming. Allowing visitors a better view into
the North Gallery from room 319 will pique their interest in the contents of the room
beyond and make the space more visually appealing and open.

Treasures from the Stacks

Showcasing Wartime collections within the North Gallery



Exhibit Design Concepts

Exhibit Furniture

Exhibit pieces are hinged, tri-fold panels. Each metal panel is 7’ high and 3’ wide

(or 7’ by 9’ if configured linearly). Panels are collapsible and can be easily moved

to new locations throughout the North Gallery. In addition to tri-fold panels, small,
freestanding conservation display cases (represented in blue on the drawing to the
right) can be placed beside or against tri-fold panels. These freestanding display cases
are described in depth on the following page.

Flexibility of Magnets

Magnetic labels will be an inexpensive, efficient way to display information about

the collections on display in the North Gallery. These will be created by using strips

of magnets and cutting them to fit individual labels. Labels can be laminated card
stock alone or placed on foam to stand out from the display furniture. The magnetic
surface of the panels will allow for many arrangements of labels and reproductions of
documents.

One of the benefits of this method of labeling is that damaging adhesives will not be
needed. The freedom to place labels in many different locations will allow for a feel of
freshness to each exhibit presented because they will not be in static positions on the
furniture.

Exhibit Displays & Dimensions




Exhibit Design Concepts

Proto Productions

Proto Productions is an exhibit fabrication company that works with museums to
create unique exhibit furniture. They can create temporary or permanent cases

to meet the needs of their clients. One example from their portfolio is a case

for displaying documents and books used for the Ben Franklin Tercentenary, an
international traveling exhibit. “Treasures from the Stacks” can use this case to place
objects in front of the tri-fold panels.

Freestanding display cases contain climate controlled desiccant chambers with high
security locks, and electronic security monitoring systems. Reproductions of two-
dimensional documents and photographs (represented as dark brown rectangles

in the drawing to the right) can be laminated or framed and magnetically attached
to the tri-fold panels. Larger objects such as books can be exhibited in the secure
conservation cases.

Existing Furniture in the KSRL

Currently, the KSRL has three glass-topped

cases set up in the North Gallery. Utilizing these
cases could both conserve resources and provide
for easily moveable furniture in the space. There
is sufficient space inside the cases to place
artifacts on mounts.

Exhipit Furniture

11



Exhibit Design Concepts

Utilizing the Corridors

The height of the North Gallery and the extensive wall
space can be utilized in several ways to enhance the
visitor experience and extend the exhibition space. At
present, the KSRL uses the walls of the North Gallery to
exhibit artworks; however, the walls are an ideal location
to display additional exhibit content through hanging
banners or vinyl wall graphics.

The image to the right offers one example for how the
KSRL can take advantage of the height of the North
Gallery. The vinyl signage adds color and contrast to
empty walls with minimal installation or damage. The
space above the gallery’s exits is directly in the line of
sight of visitors as they leave the space—allowing for
their last impression of the North Gallery to be more
memorable.

The drawing to the far right details the crux of this
proposal—versatile exhibit furniture. The overhead

view shows how the space will look with exhibit
furniture in place and how visitors will navigate the
space. The triangular form of the panels enables a three
dimensional viewing experience that allows multiple
people to enjoy the exhibit simultaneously. With exhibit
furniture arranged near the outer walls of the gallery, the
hallway width remains over 9 feet, allowing the space to
remain ADA compliant.

Treasures from the Stacks

Showcasing Wartime collections within the North Gallery

Design Perspectives




Exhibit Design Concepts

Arrangement & Tri~fold Options

Lecture Arrangement

For lectures, the four pieces of exhibit furniture can be configured into triangular
prisms and arranged to create an acoustic barrier to help project the speaker’s voice.

For added acoustic absorption, fabric panels attach to the sides of the displays. This 0oog
arrangement also helps to formalize the space and create an official backdrop for the 0oog 1
presentation. 00Q0g
0000
0000 .
D000
Tri-fold Arrangements 0Q00
Lo00
Because of their hinged, tri-fold design, the exhibit furniture can be easily modified SnEE !
into a variety of formations. Panels can be configured into triangular prisms or a 0QCd
number of other three-sided shapes, as shown in diagrams below. suas
L0000 L
0000

North Gallery Specifics

Area: 8940 sqft
Hallway width: 12’9”

NN L] N L VA
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Exhibit Design Concepts

Interactive Technology

Versatility of iPads

As a versatile technological device, the iPad offers numerous possibilities for engaging
visitors with the Kenneth Spencer Research Library and enhancing the depth of their
experience in the North Gallery. A wide range of iPad apps can be used to interpret ]'n..!._r el
objects in the KSRLs holdings as interactive exhibit labels, inform visitors about what
artifacts are housed in the KSRL, and collect data from visitors in order to improve the
KSRLU's visitor experience. Furthermore, iPads offer a visual, tactile, and technological
learning experience for visitors. A LAY

LR R g il FEFD R WENT PRy

Some Uses for iPads in the KSRL North Gallery

Increasingly, museums are incorporating technology into exhibit design. As a label,
the iPad allows a visitor to access as little or as much information about an exhibit as
he or she chooses. Additionally, iPads can incorporate numerous interactive elements,
such as games and trivia. iPads can provide KSRL staff with visitor feedback through
surveys, polls, and comment forms.

14



Exhibit Design Concepts

Interactive Technology

IPad Stations in the North Gallery

As shown in the figure at the top right, iPad stations will be securely attached to the
metal rails in front of the cube. Four separate stations throughout the space will allow
multiple users simultaneous access. Directions for use of the iPad will be located
beside the iPad screen. One or more of the proposed iPad stations can be used as an
interpretive label for rotating exhibit content placed directly in front of the station,

inside the cube.

| 15
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NnClosures

nClosures is a design company that is used by
museums, libraries, and other institutions to custom
design iPad mounts. This company uses a custom
powder coating to match the overall exhibit color
scheme. Similar methods could be used to ensure that
the iPad stations in the North Gallery match the overall
design of the space and feature the name and design
of the KSRL on the cover.

Parts needed:

Leg Mount (2'9” x 1”7 x 1”)
Support Bracket (1'2” x 1” x 1”)
iPad Viewing Station (1'11” x 8 x 1”)

4 Hex Socket Screws (3.75 x 33.75 mm)

15



Exhibit Design Concepts

iIBook Author App

The free iBooks Author app would allow the KSRL to create an interactive educational
experience for visitors by using scanned images of letters, diaries, and books from
their holdings. In addition, the scanned documents can be further enhanced by the

easy inclusion of interactive photographs, 3D photographs, videos, and quizzes.

Allows for Full Customization

iBooks Author is simple to use and would allow the KSRL to add text, shapes, charts,
tables, and multi-touch widgets anywhere on the page. A widget is a standalone app,
which can be embedded (such as a video or interactive image). A particular use for

a widget might be an interactive map that can show the locations a Civil War letter
references. The iBooks Author app allows for easy viewing of digitized documents and
accommodates the inclusion of additional information that can be read in conjunction
with these materials.

iBook Author

Allows for Accessibility to all Visitors

In addition to visual text elements, iBooks Author enables the creation of audio and
video prompts that would accommodate all visitors and cater to mulitple learning
styles. The app would also allow documents to be read aloud to visitors. To include
further history of a document on display, audio recordings of the provenance of the
document can be included next to the text as an embedded widget. For a broader
perspective, audio recordings could be included that describe how a particular
collection was acquired and what makes it an important part of the KSRL.




Exhibit Design Concepts

Life on Earth

An Introduction

WILSON BIODIVERSITY FOUNIATIO!
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Options for making files interactive include enlarging images,
rotating three-dimensional object images, and linking to additional
information about documents, sources and general themes. In this
example, an image is being enlarged by a viewer.

iBooks Author will enable KSRL staff to transform a collection of
paper documents into interactive educational material on the
iPad. It is easy to add and edit text, and text can be automatically
reformatted to fit around images. As shown here, it is simple to
drag and drop files from the desktop into the app.

Life on Earth

An Introduction
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iBooks Author
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| SCOPE and CONTENTS of the Collection.

d  The Wilt Chamberlain collection contains personal
postcards, telegrams, notes, and newspaper clippings sent

mberlain was depicted in cartoons
bout in sports articles. The collection
etters from coaches including
n, such as the one you can read to your
right detailing for Wilt what life was like in 1955 at KU.
Biography

3 k. Wilton Norman "Wilt" Chamberlain (August 21, 1936 - Oc ctober |
=1 & 12, 1999) was an American baskerb:llplayer He playad for tha

I

|

I +) Text  University ofKans‘n and a}n for the Harlem Glah atrotters
before playing in the NBA.
The 7 foot 1 inch Chambarlain weighed 250 pounds as a rookie
before bulking up to 275 and eventually to over 300 pounds
with the Lakers. He played the center position and is widely
considered one of the greatest and most dominant players in
NBA history.

Harp, R mberlainregarding KU

Wk s 4 b O orientation and student life, July 28, 1955

A letter and a newspaper clipping from the Wilt Chamberlain
collection are displayed here as an example of how the KSRL
can use iBooks Author. The app provides visitors with interactive
displays.
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In 1955, Chamberlain joined KU, Coach Cherry described how
shocked the young teenager was when he first arrived in the
still-segregated city of Lawrence, Kansas: after being treated like a
star In his native Philadelphia, he now saw places black peaple wers

ited to enter, C| d by simply ignoring these
signs, aating and going aut . When ha di d
that nobody heckled him, he gave up his antipathy. and as a result
black peopls in Lawrence ware aventually treated batter.
Chamber in Kansas,
jazz scena in mrb, Kansas City,
At KU Chamberlain became a player for the Kansas Jayhawks
freshman team under coach Phog Allen, whom he admired, and also a
| member of Kappa Alpha Psi the of
his pledge clags. Announced as looking lighter than I-Ism pmmis.
[able to] reach 9'6” up in the air

¥ enjoying the

T2, his det highly and he delivered: in 3
‘2 Chamberlain's debut game for the freshman squad. the freshman )
wera pitted against the “rlily Jayhlwlu. whowere favored  Mewspaper cartoon and article regarding Wilt's height
to win their that dal 7 d his clder and baskethail skills, February 4, 1957
mllql mates I:y lwling 42 poll!h {I 6—15 from tha field, 10-12on
4 blocks.,

Clumblrllllfs pﬂupﬂluﬂ playing uﬂder Allen ended, however,
when the coach turned 70 shortly after and was forced to retire by KU
regulation

[P V)

Burgett Keith to Wilt Chamberl ain
eongratulating him on his ability and
sportsmanship [telegram], February 3,
1957
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Conservation

Current Conditions of North Gallery

Within the Cube

Visible light ranges from 128 lux to 626 lux (highest lux measures corresponded with
the directness of the angle of the sun at the time of measurement), and UV ranges
from 28 lumen to 628 lumen (highest measures were along the wall facing the large
window view of the campanile).

Outside the Cube

Visible light ranges from 48.5 lux to 345 lux (highest measures are correlated with the
angle of the sun), and UV radiation ranges from 3 lumen (in the corner, by the west
door to room 319) to 4231 lumen (most of the extremely high measures were from
in front of the window view of the Campanile). Most measures in darker areas of the
halls varied between 100 and 400 lumen, and this is the area where exhibit furniture
will likely remain during use.

North Gallery Temperature and Relative Humidity (RH)

The temperature is generally around 72 degrees Fahrenheit, and the RH of the space
is within 4% of 37%. The TWPI (essentially the estimated lifespan) is 48 years for
objects in this space (Climate Notebook). The TWPI indicates that it is not unduly
harmful to put objects on display for moderate periods of time.

Conservation Needs for the KSRL North Gallery

Ideal Conditions for Conservation

The temperature is higher than preferred for object exposure, but because this is

a public space, the temperature is not adjustable downward. The RH is suitable for
object conservation, so no accommodations need to be made to absorb moisture
within any displays. The main concerns for object conservation, therefore, are light
and UV levels. Recommended visible light levels are 50 lux for sensitive objects, and
up to 150 lux for less sensitive objects (assuming a display time of three monthsin a
room that is lit ten hours per day), so filters will be necessary to protect the items on
display (Rose et al.). UV radiation levels should be kept as low as possible to prevent
damage to the objects.

Recommendations

Visible light and UV filters should be placed on light fixtures to reduce radiation
damage. Additionally, filters can be placed either on the windows (recommended)
and/or on the Plexiglas surrounding objects on display (Rose et al.). Physical
conservation for objects include the production of mounts and stands that will
support books, holding them open at a safe and readable angle, as well as adequate
supports for non-book objects. We recommend consultation with the KSRL head
conservator about the needs of specific objects.

18



Conclusion

Objectives

The primary goal for the North Gallery is to provide a flexible and adaptable space for
exhibits that will unite the three major collections of the Kenneth Spencer Research
Library. The space must also welcome tourists, students, and researchers. This
proposal offers a multifaceted approach to addressing all of these needs.

Exhibit furniture

The flexible exhibit furniture designs proposed here will allow the KSRL to renew
exhibit displays easily, inexpensively, and as frequently as desired. The magnetic
design provides a method for attaching labels and images with minimal effort and
cost. The smaller additional cases allow secure, climate-controlled display options
for objects. The many possible configurations of the tri-fold panels allow for various
unique display options, and can be used to enhance acoustics in the lecture space.

Interactive technology

iPad stations and apps are an excellent method of providing a content-rich interactive
experience for visitors. Exhibit-specific content can be created using apps, such as
iBooks Author. Placing stations directly in front of the cube fosters a visual connection
between visitors and the collections. Interactive technology allows visitors to
transcend the glass barrier of the cube and to engage directly with the objects housed
both within the cube and in all of the KSRL collections.

Final Thoughts

Signage

Informative signs are critical to bringing visitors into the exhibit space and keeping
them aware of current displays. The signs recommended in this document provide an
economical, minimally-damaging, and easily alterable method for guiding the public
into the North Gallery. Low tack vinyl signage placed in room 319 and light boxes
within the space will welcome audiences. Additional signage above the exits of the
North Gallery will provide a memorable final impression.

Conservation

The North Gallery is a beautiful space for the display of objects. Some simple
conservation measures will ensure the safety of delicate objects. Preventing

light and UV radiation damage is the most important goal of the conservation
recommendations provided in this document. A few careful considerations and
consultation with the KSRL conservation staff will allow visitors to enjoy the wonderful
collections cared for by the Library.

Providing access to collections is central to the mission of the KSRL. Implementing
the strategies proposed within this document will allow for the KSRL to further
that mission. This will likely increase visitation and encourage further use of the
collections. The Kenneth Spencer Research Library holds and conserves amazing
collections; updating the North Gallery will allow more visitors to experience these
treasures.

19
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