Watkins Museum
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Phase 111
1. Title
Occasional Mayhem: Exploring Crime and Punishment in Lawrence

2. Education/Communication Goals

The Watkins Museum’s Crime and Punishment exhibit will discuss how crime and punishments
for those crimes, in Douglas County and the United States, have changed from Lawrence’s
founding in the mid 1800’s to the present. The idea of what is criminal and how society should
address crimes changes as perceptions of what is “right” and “wrong” are questioned, debated,
and determined.

Big Ideas:

A greater understanding of the nature of crime in Lawrence

Crime & punishment is defined by the culture and ideals of the era.

Lawrence, as a unique and liberal community, has not always been at the forefront of justice.

3. Exhibit Outline
I. Intro
I1. “Put that Bottle Down: Lawrence and Kansas’ Rocky Relationship with Alcohol”
* Lawrence and Kansas played a founding role in Prohibition
* Lawrence, Kansas and the rest of the US held differing views on “temperance”
* All areas of the US had abuses and adherents to Prohibition laws, these played out in both
tragic and ingenious ways
* Impact of temperance laws on Lawrence and Kansas liquor laws today
* Social and cultural remnants of Prohibition
ITI. Did Clyde Barrow Rob the First National Bank? [Voting Interactive]
* Visitors vote on whether or not they believe Clyde robbed the First National Bank here in
Lawrence
IV. The Grass is Greener: Which Side of the Debate Are You On?
* Early 1900s, medicinal cocaine and morphine.
¢ 1960s-1970s: Reemergence of recreational drug use, 1970s Controlled Substance Act,
and continued use of marijuana despite concerns and legal restrictions.
* 1980s: Emergence of crack cocaine, the inequality of sentencing between cocaine and
crack.
* Present day: Decriminalization and legalization of marijuana in certain states and the
impact that might have on Douglas County and Kansas.
V. “Busted” [Mugshot Interactive]|
* Mugshot interactive. An imitation of police height marks will be displayed on the wall,
encouraging visitors to photograph their own mugshots.
* Chalkboard to write ID# and crime
* Visitors are invited to post their photos onto facebook and tag the Watkins Museum




VLI. Disturbing the Peace: Civil Disobedience and Protest in Lawrence, KS
* Student Protests
* Vandalism (as a political statement)
* Union Fire
VII. Inside Edition
* Vignettes regarding interesting crimes and facts that are not directly related to the 3
primary sections
* 1863 Thomas Corlew Lynching
* 1875 Bud McDaniel’s death
* 1882 Vinegar Lynching
* 1909 Officer Pringle Murder and Manhunt
* 1909 Train yard Gunfight
* 1931 Officer Howe Murder and Manhunt
* 1932 Barrow Robbery legend
VIII. What Punishment Fits the Crime? [Flipper Interactive]
* Visitors flip panels revealing punishments for a variety of crimes, including public
drunkenness, profanity, window peeping, and so on.
IX: Acknowledgment Panel
* Thanking the different institutions that provided research and display materials.

4. Exhibit Script or Narrative, Second Draft

I. Occasional Mayhem: Exploring Crime and Punishment in Lawrence

While Lawrence is usually a peaceful place, crime and punishment have played important and
fascinating roles in the city’s history. But the law, like all areas of society, doesn’t stand still.
Over the years, Lawrence has witnessed changes in how crime is viewed and punished. Concerns
over drinking, drug usage, and civil disobedience have affected the people of our community,
leading to debates over the nature of law breaking.

What exactly constitutes a crime, and how strictly should law enforcement deal with offenders of
the law? To what degree should alcohol and drugs be regulated? How much latitude should
citizens have in deciding the laws, how they are enforced, and how they change? This exhibit
explores these issues and encourages you to form your own opinions.

I1. “Put that Bottle Down: Lawrence and Kansas’ Rocky Relationship with Alcohol”

I hereby solemnly promise, God helping me, to abstain from all distilled, fermented and malt
liquors, including wine, beer and cider; and to employ all proper means to discourage the use of,
and traffic in the same. -- Pledge of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, ca. 1917-18.

Early Settlement

No other state is as closely identified with Temperance and Prohibition as Kansas. Campaigns
against drinking started as early as the 1820’s and gained support and political power as the
century went on. Kansans were leaders in the Temperance movement; their fervor fueled state
and later national prohibition. Contemporaries and historians both mock and revere the state for
its involvement in creating a dry America. Although Lawrence is credited with being a relatively
progressive city, the town’s 1860 charter included drinking limitations. The reform-minded New
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Englanders that founded Lawrence were anti-alcohol and anti-slavery. Their earnest attacks on
vice transformed how America viewed and regulated drinking. Temperance groups believed
drinking posed a dangerous threat to families and society.

Prohibition Era

“[Prohibition has produced] the best crop of girls and boys this old world ever saw.”

- Forest C. “Phog” Allen

While Kansas was not the first state to ban alcohol, it did have the longest-lasting prohibition
beginning in 1881 and ending in 1948. With the evolution of Lawrence from a frontier settlement
to a college town, during the 1920s and 1930s Lawrence and the University of Kansas were
known for being in one of the drier areas in Kansas. Of course, Lawrencians and Kansans did
break the law. There are many accounts of smuggling and brewing alcohol. If someone was
caught drunk in Lawrence during the 1940s, the offender was fined $5 (roughly $80 today), held
in jail for 10 days and put on probation for 6 months. Despite penalties, historians still debate
whether Prohibition actually decreased drinking.

Impact Today

Kansas has yet to ratify the Twenty-first Amendment, which repealed national prohibition in
1933. Temperance laws still permeate Lawrence and Kansas’ alcohol laws, and many counties
remain dry. Only in 2005 were statewide measures taken to open liquor stores on Sunday, and
Kansas’s liquor laws today are considered the strictest in the nation. Douglas County was one of
the earlier counties to repeal alcohol measures, and remains liberal with tens of bars peppering
Massachusetts Street alone. Not only has the Temperance movement impacted laws, but out of
Prohibition came the mindset that drinking to excess showed your wealth and appearing publicly
drunk was a badge of honor.

Photograph, September 1 878. Courtesy‘ f the Kansas State Historical Society

Over 50,000 people attended the First National Temperance Meeting in Bismarck Grove outside
of Lawrence. The twelve-day meeting featured speeches and sermons. Temperance groups with
long lasting legacies were born out of this huge event, including the Kansas branch of the
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU).



Photogl:gph, Aprll 25 1927.
Courtesy of Kansas State Historical Society and Lawrence Police Department

Whether alcohol was brought in or locally made, there was a fair chance it would not always be
in your possession. Law enforcement made frequent raids. The photograph above pictures the
Lawrence Police Department with 200 quarts of confiscated alcohol, which they poured into the
sewer after the photo was taken.

Object Labels:

Milk Bottle, Early 1900s

Sometimes the simplest deceptions were the most effective. This was especially true with
smuggling alcohol. A local historian claimed that alcohol was smuggled into Lawrence in milk
bottles, like this one, which were painted white on the outside. 1993.027.043

Prohibition Era Poster, Early 1900s
Posters were an excellent medium for promoting causes. Used widely during World War I, they
remained effective well after the war was won. This poster was created by the Women’s

Christian Temperance Union. Women played a key role in Kansas and in the Nation’s passage of
the Eighteenth Amendment. 1992.153.001A

Baby Temperance Poster, 1900s

Temperance groups were concerned with the effects of alcohol on families and children. This
poster seems comical now, but the Women’s Christian Temperance Union truly wanted to
stabilize family life. 1992.153.002

Photograph, Drusilla Wilson, n.d.

Lawrence resident Drusilla Wilson was a Quaker and a founding member of the Kansas WCTU.
In the winter of 1879-80, the 64-year-old Wilson and her husband made a 3,000-mile speaking
tour of the state, arguing in favor of the state prohibition bill.

Photo from A4 Standard History of Kansas and Kansans, 1918

Pamphlets, 1957 and 1950s

Printed by The American Issue and the Kansas Legal Control Council these pamphlets represent
both the “dry” (anti-alcohol) and “wet” (pro-alcohol) factions in Lawrence and Kansas. Both
employ satire and comedy to sway audiences to their side. Which do you think is more effective?
Watkins Reference Materials




Jail Ledger, 1940s

Before arrests were logged in computers, Lawrence policemen would write each incoming
prisoner in a ledger. The page featured is a photocopy of the Lawrence Police Department’s jail
ledger from the 40s when drinking was still a punishable offense. Remember a $5 fine in the ‘40s
is equal to about $80 today!

Courtesy of Lawrence Police Department

I11. Did Clyde Barrow Rob the First National Bank? [Voting Interactive]

According to local lore, petty criminal Clyde Barrow—Ilater part of the infamous Bonnie and
Clyde gang—began his career as a big-time bank robber in March 1932. He and two accomplices
are said to have stolen $33,000 from the First National Bank of Lawrence. Although a member
of Barrow’s gang later identified Lawrence as the site of their first bank robbery, skeptics point
out that no contemporary newspapers or other sources mention the incident.

Image: Teller’s Restaurant occupies the site of the First National Bank.

Do you think the story of the Barrow robbery is fact or fiction? Take a red ball and place your
vote here.

IV. The Grass is Greener: Which Side of the Debate Are You On?

Early 1900s

Attitudes concerning the legality of drugs have shifted many times in the past 100 years. Once
considered miracle cures, medicines with opiates and cocaine proved dangerous. In response,
Congress passed the Pure Food and Drug Act in 1906, requiring labeling of ingredients in all
consumable products. Until the Marijuana Tax Act of 1937, narcotics such as marijuana,
cocaine, and heroin were mostly legal. Only a few distribution regulations existed in 13 states--
Kansas not being one of them. Even as states began to require prescriptions for these narcotics,
many remained readily available. In Kansas, a doctor, pharmacist, dentist, and even a local
veterinarian could prescribe these medications to wanting customers.

1960s-1970s

The time has come to legalize marijuana. America can no longer afford to alienate its youth,
destroy their faith in our legal system of justice, and create hopeless boggles in our courts.
University Daily Kansan, September 13, 1971

Lawrence and the nation witnessed increasing use of recreational drugs during the 1960s and
“70s. Old drugs such as marijuana, cocaine, and heroin regained popularity alongside new
hallucinogens like LSD. Many feared these drugs would lead America’s youth to addiction,
overdose, and criminal activity. Some physicians worried that habitual marijuana use could
affect hormones and ultimately harm unborn children. To combat these fears, congress passed
the Controlled Substance Act in 1970. Despite this, by 1974 24 million Americans had tried
marijuana; 13 million were smoking on a semi-regular basis.

1980s
The 1980s saw the growth of a new version of an old drug, crack cocaine. Though chemically



the same substance, crack was believed to be more dangerous than cocaine. In response, courts
began charging possessors of crack at the same level as those possessing 100 times more
cocaine. Despite continued studies arguing against unequal sentencing, federal reforms have only
lowered the disparity of crack vs. cocaine from 100:1 to 18:1.

Today

States across the nation are now reconsidering what “narcotic” means and reassessing penalties
for possession and sale. Marijuana has proven beneficial in treating conditions like insomnia,
glaucoma, epilepsy, and cancer. 12 states and the District of Columbia have passed laws
permitting medical marijuana. Despite federal restrictions, Washington and Colorado have fully
legalized its possession. Though still tough on drugs, Lawrence and Kansas have also adjusted
drug policy. In 2006, the Lawrence city commission voted to allow first time marijuana
possessors to be tried in municipal court to avoid a felony conviction.

Where does this lead us? Could some drugs, like marijuana, ever become fully legal in Kansas or
in the U.S.? Ethically, should we allow it?

William Burroughs

1987. Compliments of Rosemary Marchetta, photographer

One of Lawrence’s most infamous residents, Burroughs lived here from 1981 till his death in
1997. Author of Naked Lunch and Junky, Burroughs was known for his lifelong battle with
heroin and accidently killing his wife in a game of “William Tell” in Mexico City in 1951.
Always blunt about the horrors of his heroin addiction, he argued that drugs such as marijuana
and LSD were nowhere near as life threatening. His life and stories still influence society’s
opinion on drugs to this day.

Honk for Hemp



December 19, 2004, LJWorld

Since 1990, Mark Creamer and Thomas Trower have protested 1-2 times a week for the
legalization of marijuana.

Object Labels:

Clipping Scrapbook, 1967
Courtesy of the Lawrence Police Department
This scrapbook created by the LPD details news reports of local crime.

Medicinal cocaine bottle.
Early 1900s

It was not uncommon before 1937 to find over the counter products and medications with high
levels of opiates or cocaine in them. These medications were considered a dream cure for
anxiety, depression, aches, pains, and sleep disorders. 1991.037.013

Tobacco tin

July 1, 1939
Sir Walter —own Williamson Tobacco Corp. Louisville, Ky. U.S.A.

Label on tin marked, "label for evidence." This tin was confiscated in the first legal marijuana
drug bust in Douglas County in 1939. 1979.075.001-2

Scale
Confiscated from drug “factory” by the Lawrence Police Dept.

The Marijuana Tax Act of 1937 brought about a wave of drug laws across the nation. By 1939,

marijuana possession was considered legally and morally wrong in Lawrence, and the first
arrests for their possession began. 1996.107.001-2

Newspaper clipping

Reproduction
Lawrence or Kansas City area, March 8,1955

Possession of drugs in Kansas in the 1950s was a serious crime, with the potential for federal
charges as well. Many believed that marijuana caused criminal behavior, hallucinations, and
debauchery. Richard E. Barker, an instructor and part-time graduate student in the Department
of English at KU, was arrested in 1955 for possession of marijuana. Barker was expelled from
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the University and jailed with a $2500 bond. After pleading guilty, he was sent to a mental
facility for evaluation before sentencing. The maximum sentence was five years in the state
penitentiary.

Courtesy of the Spencer Research Library

Vortex Newspaper

Reproduction
1960s-1970s

Members of the drug culture in Lawrence produced this underground publication to help locals
obtain illegal drugs. The newspaper provides patrons with the proper slang terms for narcotics
and locations in which they could be found. Courtesy of the Lawrence Police Department

V. “Busted” Mugshots/Interactive

You just got caught! Were you smuggling moonshine, growing hemp, protesting too loudly?
Write your crime on the chalkboard and stand against the wall. You can pose with props to truly
capture your criminal character! Post your mugshot on facebook and we’ll feature it on the
Watkins Community Museum facebook page.

VLI. Disturbing the Peace: Civil Disobedience and Protest in Lawrence, KS

Intro

Tensions were high in 1970 as the US entered the fifteenth year of its involvement in the
Vietnam War. Roughly two thirds of the country believed that the US had made a mistake by
sending troops to Southeast Asia, and yet the war raged on. At the same time, racial inequalities
pervaded the American culture and disquieted minority organizations were becoming
increasingly hostile. Youth across the nation, including Lawrence, led the counter-culture in its
opposition to the governmental policies that they deemed unjust. In the summer of 1970
Lawrence was seething with unease as activists became progressively more vocal in their
dissention through public protest and acts of civil disobedience. In response, authorities
dramatically increased efforts to maintain control and order. This frictional power struggle left
the city torn in two directions, provoking several violent and destructive incidents from both
sides of the law.

Protests

The most visible method in which the citizens of Lawrence expressed their discontent was
through organized protests and rallies. These large public gatherings raised alarm for police,
fearing that the demonstrator’s often-aggressive tone could escalate in to violence. At times,
officers in full riot gear wielding pepper spray and other weapons would intervene to squelch
uprisings they believed were getting out of hand.

Vandalism

Though many were happy to voice their concerns through peaceful protest, several sought more
destructive methods to bring attention to their causes and relieve frustration with the injustices
they felt stifled by. Most acts of property damage occurred under the cover of night, so
perpetrators were rarely caught. In 1970 alone, the University was host to at least three different
occurrences of vandalism relating to political agitation. The Military Science Building had its



windows smashed in and Summerfield Hall was bombed. However the most dramatic incident
had to be the night the Union was set ablaze.

Union Fire

April 20, 1970, a fire causing nearly a million dollars in damage crippled the Kansas Union. It
took the Lawrence Fire Department and over 100 student volunteers more than three hours to
subdue the blaze. Though determined to be arson, a perpetrator was never found. Some
suggested that it was “outside agitators,” still others speculated it was members of the Black
Student Union, retaliating after the denial of an expanded Black Studies curriculum.

Photograph
September 15, 1961

Protestors march in front of Campanile during National Vietnam Moratorium Day.
Compliments of the Spencer Research Library

Photograph

Summer of 1970

Police officer frisking a protester.
Compliments of the Spencer Research Library



Photograph

April 20, 1970

A fire causing nearly a million dollars in damage crippled the Kansas Union. It took the
Lawrence Fire Department and over 100 student volunteers more than three hours to subdue the
blaze.

Compliments of the University of Kansas Archives

Object Labels:

2 Military Surplus Protective Masks, ca. 1960s-70s

Police Riot Helmet, ca. 1960s

Pepper Fogger, ca. 1960s
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Photograph
April 20, 1970

The burning of the Kansas Union. Though determined to be arson, a perpetrator was never
found. There was no shortage of possible suspects in the social climate of anti-war activism,
racial confrontation, and anarchy. Some suggested that it was “outside agitators,” still others
speculated it was members of the Black Student Union, retaliating after the denial of an
expanded Black Studies curriculum.

University Archives (kuhistory.com)

Photograph

Summer of 1970

Line of police officers with riot gear and night sticks.
Compliments of the Spencer Research Library

Photograph

1970

Police officers handcuffing a demonstrator.
Compliments of the Spencer Research Library

Photograph

July 5, 1970

Two men looking at a broken window in the Military Science Building caused by Vietnam War
protesters.

Compliments of the Spencer Research Library
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Photograph

July 5, 1970

Military Science Building vandalism in protest of the Vietnam War.
Compliments of the Spencer Research Library

Photograph

December 1970

Chairman of the Black Students Union, left, addresses a strike rally on campus as an unidentified
youth displays a sign in memory of Rick "Tiger" Dowdell. Dowdell was fatally shot while
fleeing police on July 16, 1970.

Photograph
July 20, 1970

A group of students standing next to the blood-stained sidewalk where 18-year-old Nick Rice
died. Rice was shot when Lawrence police fired in to a crowd on Oread Avenue.

Lawrence Journal World (on website)

‘There Is a Bomb . . .
This Is No Joke’

Newspaper Clipping

December 11, 1970

Around 11 p.m., a bomb exploded in the KU Computation Center in Summerfield Hall, injuring
three students and causing extensive damage next to the main computer room. Some speculated
that militant Black Panther elements connected to the Black Student Union perpetrated the
incident.

Compliments of the University of Kansas Archive
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1970

Three days of curfews followed the Kansas Union fire in April 1970. Those who violated curfew

were arrested, overcrowding the jail and causing law enforcement officials to work around the
clock. Student dissent and curfew mugshots.
Compliments of the Spencer Research Library

Letter & Enclosed Photograph

1971

From Director of the University Traffic & Security Department to Chancellor Chalmers
concerning the attempt to identify participants in a Students for a Democratic Society, anti-
ROTC demonstration.

Spencer Research Library (48/0 — 1971 prints)

Supplemental Artifacts not relating to early 1970s (To be used for intro panel or window
banners)

Photograph

1985

Apartheid protester being escorted by two police officers.
Spencer Research Library (on website)

Photograph

Late 1970s

Apartheid protestor being carried by police officers.
Spencer Research Library (on website)
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VILI. Inside Edition (Vignettes)

INSIDE EDITION

Through the years, Lawrence has witnessed several unusual and noteworthy crimes, including
lynchings, murders, and gun battles. As you walk through the exhibit, look for these panels and
learn more about our city’s varied criminal past.

RIOT AT THE UNION PACIFIC

A century ago, working on the railroads could be dangerous—especially when firearms were
handy. This was demonstrated in the Union Pacific yards in Lawrence on the night of October
20, 1909. As a group of track laborers ate dinner in their parked bunk car, a train bumped into
them. The seventeen laborers piled out of their car and got into a shouting match with the train
crew. The argument soon escalated into a full-fledged brawl involving clubs, lanterns, and guns.
After twenty or thirty shots were fired, the police arrived and broke up the melee. Sixteen of the
laborers spent the night in the city jail. “The affair caused a great deal of excitement,” a
newspaper reported, but no one was killed or seriously injured.

Image: Early-twentieth-century photograph of the Union Pacific Depot
Courtesy of the Spencer Research Library

IN THE WRONG PLACE AT THE WRONG TIME

In the aftermath of William Quantrill’s bloody raid on Lawrence on August 21, 1863, local
emotions were high. Townspeople searched for a scapegoat—someone to punish for the
destruction of their town—and they fixed on Thomas Corlew. This man, his actions, and many
aspects of his fate are shrouded in mystery. Whether true or not, locals believed Corlew was one
of the Border Ruffians that had invaded Kansas in the 1850s and shed blood in defense of
slavery. His actions immediately before and after Quantrill’s attack raised further suspicions:
witnesses charged that relatives of Corlew had left town the day before and that Corlew was seen
guiding the rampaging guerillas to the homes of Union men. That was all the evidence that angry
Lawrencians needed. They arrested Corlew on the day after the raid, held an impromptu trial,
and sentenced him to death. He died at the end of a rope in a barn at the north end of
Massachusetts Street with members of the crowd firing guns at his body. Whether Thomas
Corlew was guilty or innocent, he was clearly another victim of Quantrill’s raid.

Image: In the aftermath of Quantrill’s raid, townspeople sought retribution.
Harper’s Weekly, Sept. 1863, sonofthesouth.net

“He was a murderer, and deserved death. ”—Kansas Weekly Tribune, August 27, 1863
“I have always felt personally that this hanging was a disgrace to Lawrence. ”—local resident
James C. Horton, 1905

AN OUTLAW’S DEMISE

The James Gang—a ruthless band of robbers and killers led by ex-Confederate guerillas Frank
and Jesse James—Ieft its mark on Lawrence in an indirect way. In June 1875, authorities in
Kansas City arrested Bud McDaniel for a train robbery. McDaniel was no ordinary criminal: his
brother was a member of the James Gang, and officials decided to move him out of the city
before the gang could spring him free. McDaniel ended up in the Lawrence jail—but not for
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long. On June 27, he and three other men overpowered a guard and escaped. The next day,
farmer Louis Beurman shot McDaniel in the abdomen just as the robber was about to shoot him.
McDaniel managed to elude capture, but after a night of suffering, he turned himself in. Locals
took him back to the jail, where he died of his wound on June 29.

Image: Engraving of a train robbery
Attribution?

LYNCHED FROM THE BRIDGE

Although Lawrence was established by antislavery New Englanders, the town has a rocky
history when it comes to white and black race relations. The tragic events of June 1882 make this
all too clear. The Vinegars were a local family of African-Americans that were notorious in the
community for their poverty and perceived lack of morals. After nightfall on June 1, fourteen-
year-old Margaret “Sis” Vinegar and a white man, David Bausman, met under the bridge
spanning the Kansas River. There two black men—Isaac “Ike” King and George Robertson—
killed and robbed Bausman. After authorities recovered his body four days later, they determined
that King and Robertson had gone with Sis Vinegar to the Vinegar home on the night of the
murder. Officials rounded up King, Robertson, Sis, and her father Pete and placed them in the
local jail to await trial. Before they could face justice, however, the four became victims of mob
justice. A crowd of angry whites removed them from jail on the night of June 10 and hanged the
three men from the same bridge where the trouble began. Although the mob spared young Sis
Vinegar, she died of illness in a federal prison seven years later. The deaths of three black men at
the hands of white vigilantes was emblematic of the racial violence that swept the nation in the
decades after the Civil War.

Image: Nineteenth-century view of the Kansas River Bridge
Courtesy of the Spencer Research Library

ROBBERY AND MURDER

On October 11, 1909, Lawrence police officer Wilson Pringle attempted to arrest Earl Ross
Bullock—a seventeen-year-old bank robber—at Bullock’s boarding house on Haskell Avenue.
Bullock shot the officer in the neck and fled the scene. Onlookers took Pringle to the local
hospital, where he died five days later. The citizens of Lawrence were shocked and saddened by
the death of the popular officer, who left behind a wife and two children, and Pringle’s funeral
was one of the best-attended in the town’s history. Meanwhile, Earl Bullock was wanted for
murder. After a month-long manhunt that attracted national attention, the young fugitive turned
up in Eudora, robbed a bank, and again fled the scene. As a posse closed in on him, Bullock shot
himself to avoid capture. Among the dying criminal’s possessions was a diamond engagement
ring; authorities determined that Bullock had turned to robbery to pay for his upcoming wedding.

Image: Grave of Officer Wilson Pringle
Christopher Mulvenon, LPD

’

“...this atrocious act has shocked and horrified the entire City of Lawrence ...~
—Resolution of the City Council after Officer Pringle’s murder

POLICE OFFICER KILLED
15



On April 24, 1931, Lawrence again witnessed the tragedy of a police officer killed in the line of
duty. Early that morning, patrolmen Melvin Howe and John Ingalls noticed a car that matched
the description of a vehicle used in robberies elsewhere in Kansas. The officers stopped the car
on the north side of town at the intersection of 2" and Locust Streets. The car’s driver, robber
Oney Knight, shot Officer Howe with a revolver and ran off. Howe—who had a wife and son—
died in the arms of Officer Ingalls. Knight eluded the large manhunt that locals organized but
was captured days later in Oklahoma. The robber and murderer met his own end when he was
shot to death while attempting to flee custody.

Image: Map of the area to be searched in Knight manhunt
LIW

“A cornered rat turned and bit last Friday morning. "—Douglas County Republican on cop killer
Oney Knight

VIII: What Punishment Fits the Crime? [Flipper Interactive]

Throughout the exhibit, you have explored the nature of crime relating to civil disobedience,
drugs, and alcohol. These panels feature crimes from Lawrence history. How was justice served?
Flip up the laminated questions and explore the evolution of punishments in Lawrence.

IX: Acknowledgment Panel
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5. Exhibit Objects and Images
Number Donor/Copyright
1992.153.002- Prohibition Era Poster, 20" Century.

1979.075.001-2 Tobacco tins from marijuana arrest, 7/31/39 Lawrence Police Dept.

1996.107.001-2 Scale from drug “factory” Lawrence Police Dept.
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02 James Monroe’s nightstick Francis L. Alexander

v

2000.120.0

1985.010.002 Police jacket, 1950-80s Mrs. Thomas McCall

1991.037.013 Medicinal cocaine bottle Law. Preservation
Alliance

1993.027.043 Milk bottle* George Kirchoff
Photographs
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1992.117.080 Early mug shot DCHS

=

1986.206.013 Police dumping alcohol KSHS
1978.020.001-2 Policemen, ca. 1893 DCHS

4, Police car, ca. 1970s DCH

Spencer Research Lib
Summer of 1970

Line of police officers
with night sticks.

VL A.

Spencer Research Lib

1970

Two policemen with 2
students;

policeman handcuffing one
of the students.

VL A.
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Spencer Research Lib
Summer of 1970
Police officer frisking a
protester. The

protester is lying on the
ground. The

officer has a night stick
and his hand is

on the protester's leg.
VL A.

Spencer Research Lib
1985

Apartheid protest

VL A.

LJ World

July 20, 1970

A group stands next to
the blood-stained spot
where Nick Rice died on
July 20, 1970. Rice was
shot when police fired
into a crowd on Oread
Avenue.

VI. C.

Spencer Research Lib
1979?

Protestor being carried by
police

officers, Carla Hanson and
Steve

Mooney. Protestor is
carrying sign

"Death to Apartheid".
Others are marching behind
and a dog is in the
foreground.

VI A.

Spencer Research Lib
July 5, 1970

Two men looking out of a
broken window in the
Military Science Building.
VI. B.

LJ World

July 20, 1970

The spot on Oread Avenue
where Nick Rice was shot
when police fired into a
crowd on July 20, 1970.
The 18-year-old man from
Leawood died.

VI C.

From the Lawrence Police Department:

WANTED FOR FRST DEGREE MURDER

BY ALL BLACK PEOPLE

WILLIAM GARRETT

Wanted Poster for Officer William Garrett, 1970
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Vortex, reproduction, ca. 1960s
Topeka newspaper with headline "Lawrence Courts Rape Blacks", 1969
Photograph Labeled "Where Have All the Hippies Gone?" ca. 1960s-70s

Police Logbook, 1937-40

Jail Logbook, Rep‘roduction, 1937-1957
Clipping Scrapbook, 1967

2 Military Surplus Protective Masks, ca. 1960s-70s

Police Riot Helmet, ca. 1960s
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Pepper Fogger, ca. 1960s
Nightstick, nd

6. Object Conservation

Newspaper objects: In all cases, scanned copies of newspaper artifacts will be displayed instead
of the originals in order to preserve the integrity of the documents. The composition of
newspaper makes it next to impossible to conserve and display carefully.

Scrapbooks: The Watkins Exhibit team will create safe mounts, with direction from the Watkins
Museum Staff, for all book-like objects displayed in the exhibit.

Photographs: Along with newspaper and paper artifacts, photographs suffer harmful effects from
light exposure. In most cases, the Watkins Exhibit team will be reproducing photos instead of
using the originals in order to preserve the integrity of the original photographs.

7. Exhibit Context
Watkins Community Museum of History, Southeast gallery (JB Watkins’ Office).
This museum details the history of Douglas County, KS through the years.

Mission

The Douglas County Historical Society encourages civic engagement by supporting the research
and interpretation of county history through active exhibits and thought-provoking educational
programs.

Vision
The Douglas County Historical Society values a variety of perspectives on the struggles for
freedom.

8. SketchUp Exhibit Screen Shots

Red= Labels or Paneling
Black= Objects
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9. Budget

Paint

Large Printing at KUNHM
Sintra Sign (28"x 60")

In house labels

Cloth (Inside Cases)
Mounting Material as needed
Banners (28" X 58")

Paper (brochures)
Interactive Printing (@ Fedex
Electrical tape/ Black paint
Voting Buckets

Puff balls

Hooks

Container for puftfballs

Total

1 Can

3 (30"x38")

1 @ ~106.03
TBA

3x 7.99 per yard
TBA

8 @ 56.39 each
1 Ream

TBA

TBA

3@ 1.99

2 @ 1.47
1x4.99

1 X ~5.00

817.99

19.97
50
106.03
50
23.97
50
451.12
10

30

5.97

2.94
4.99
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10. Extending Content Outside Exhibit Case

1. Online poll:

http://www.polljunkie.com/poll/btzyrn/its-criminal-not-to-answer-this-poll

It's Criminal Not To Answer This Poll!

Did the Prohibitionists h... Should marijuana be legal... Should officers use viole...  After seeing "Occasiona

Did the Prohibitionists have the right idea?

O Yes!
J No!
[ Yes, but they went about it wrong.

Should marijuana be legalized in Kansas?

[ Yes!
[ No!
[J Yes, but only in prescription form.

Should officers use violence to combat protestors?

O Yes!
J No!
[ Only in extreme circumstances.

After seeing "Occasional Mayhem," do you think Lawrence is
a dangerous place?

O Yes!
J No!
[J Maybe just a little.

2. facebook tags of “Busted” mugshot photos.
3. Brochures, TBA.
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4. Uncovering the Clue, worksheet activity:

Uncovering the Clue in “Occasional Mayvhem”

All right detectives, we at the Watkins Museum need your sleuthing skills to seek out where
these images are and what they are all about. Can you help us out? Look at the image
below and answer the questions as you find them. Good luck gumshoes!

Where am 1?

What does my sign say?
2.

Where am I?

Why does this guy seem unhappy?

3.

Where am 1?
Why are they standing by these bottles?
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Where am I?
What are these people doing?

5. Propaganda poster/art activity, TBA

11. Object Case Placements

Because of the unique circumstances at the Watkins Museum, object placement has been put on
hold till we in the design team can physically maneuver the cases and chosen objects.
This has been discussed with both Steve and Brittany.
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