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Exhibition Purpose & Goals 
Project goals 
●    Show pride in community 
●    Preserve history in the community 
●    Bring together various towns that now make up Perry-
Lecompton USD 343 
●    Bring in people from surrounding area 
 
Communication goals 
●   The towns in the area are stronger together, therefore we 
need to ensure that the togetherness is present throughout 
the exhibit 
●    Post 1970 should be equally represented 
●    Area has pride in its school and local sports 
 
Intended audience 
●   Community members from Perry, Lecompton, Grantville, 
Williamstown (Billtown) 
●   School groups 
●   People from surrounding areas 
  
 

 

Big Idea statement 

  

History, sports, community, unity, strength, evolution, competition, 
pride, athletes 

  

Sports have the opportunity to influence the development of 
individuals, communities, and cultures. Through the strength 
displayed on the fields and courts, communities become connected 
through the athletes, spectators and supporters, who all contribute 
their own memories and experiences to local sports history. 
Reflecting upon the impact of sports along the Kaw, individuals in 
Perry, Lecompton, Grantville, and Williamstown each have their own 
unique sports histories that have come together to establish a 
unified present that will strengthen the future. 
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Hometown Teams 

The Kansas Humanities Council sponsors Hometown Teams in 
Kansas in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Museum on Main Street program, a one-of-a-kind cultural 
project that serves small towns and residents of rural America.  
 
Hometown Teams will be displayed at six sites across Kansas, 
including Perry, Kansas, from August 15 - September 27, 2015. 
Perry Pride, a local community booster organization, will host 
this exhibit along with their accompanying display at the 
Highlands Community College.  
 
This project was funded by Perry Pride, Kansas Humanities 
Council, and Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  
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http://www.museumonmainstreet.org


Exhibit Space 

Both the Smithsonian’s Hometown Teams and Perry Pride 
exhibits will be displayed in a historic gymnasium. The gym 
is roughly 82’ x 53’ with bleachers on both sides and two 
entrances/exits.  
 
The gym will be divided into three fluid sections: 

● Evolution of Team Sports Along the Kaw: Together 
We Are Stronger exhibit 

● Hometown Teams exhibit 
● Open space for receptions & programs 
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Proposed Layout 
The gym provides a very large space with lots of flexibility. The 
primary concern for this layout is filling the space and providing 
a cohesive experience.  
 
The proposed layout presents the Perry exhibit upon entrance 
followed by the Smithsonian exhibit. There is an intended 
introduction but the rest of the Perry display is designed for 
unstructured movement patterns. 
 
To fill this space, various display elements were designed to 
effectively present Perry’s local sporting history and provide the 
Perry Pride group with reusable components.  

Display elements include: 
 

● Six Display Chalkboards 
● Four Display Cases 
● Three Interactives
● One Flickr Display 
● One Yearbook Display 

6 



Chalkboard Details 

 
Old-fashioned, portable chalkboard structures were 
designed to properly present the available historic 
material for this exhibit. There will be six, double-
sided chalkboard displays. 
 
The chalkboards are intended to be mobile, 
reusable, and easily stored. They provide a large 
surface for displaying images, text, and other flat 
materials.  
 
Two types of banners will be attached to these 
chalkboards: title pennant banners at the top and a 
side text banner. (See pages 20-21).  
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Chalkboard Details 
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Design Notes 
 
These are intended to look like school chalkboards from the past. 
 
The blueprints are not concrete other than the intended dimensions. If 
changes need to be made for stability or other concerns, builders can make 
the necessary changes. 
  
It would be best if the legs were detachable, however, it is up to the 
fabricators.  
  
If screws are used to attach the legs to the board, metal threaded inserts could 
be used to help prevent wear and tear. 
 
The center surface would need to be painted with chalkboard paint. 
  
(2) 1 foot dowels coming from the top can be used for the pennant banners for 
each chalkboard. Spacing is flexible, as long as they are closer to the top 
corners. 
 
Do not discard excess MDF board!  
 



Platform Details 
 
Four platform structures were designed to present 
possible 3-D objects in this exhibit. The cases are 
dispersed throughout the Perry display and the 
potential objects for each platform coordinate with 
nearby chalkboard themes.  
 
Two platforms are identical boxes and the other two 
are unique pedestals. The four cases are 
associated with the following display themes: 

● Introduction 
● Football 
● Track & Field 
● Spirit/Mascot  
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Platform Details 
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Introduction/Spirit Platform 
 
These two identical platforms will be 3 ½ feet by 3 ½ 
feet by 2 ½ feet tall. They will be painted a solid color 
at the discretion of the fabricator and exhibit 
committee.  
 
For object details see pages 24 & 27. 
 



Platform Details 
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Football Pedestal  
 
This pedestal will be 26 inches by 26 inches by 48 
inches tall with a step-like feature at the top. It will be 
painted a solid color at the discretion of the fabricator 
and exhibit committee.  
 
For object details see page 26. 
 



Platform Details 
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Track & Field Pedestal  
 
This pedestal will be 18 inches by 18 inches by 42 
inches tall. It will be painted a solid color at the 
discretion of the fabricator and exhibit committee.  
 
For object details see page 27. 
 



Stanchion Details 

 
Each display platform requires a security measure 
because they have no acrylic vitrine. Simple 
stanchions will provide a barrier around the 
platforms.  
 
The stanchions are constructed of PVC pipe, MDF 
board scraps, rope, and spray paint.  
Envisioned construction process: 

● Drill hole through the PVC pipe at the top 
● Spray paint the PVC pipe 
● Attach PVC pipe to MDF board 
● Run rope through holes 
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Stone Piece Details 

An old stone piece was recovered from the Perry 
Rural High School building that burned down in 
1971. This piece will be on display near the “School 
History” chalkboard. Community members agreed 
to build a display structure to safely support the 
piece.  
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Photo Opportunity Details 
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During the planning process, it was proposed to have 
a life-size photograph with cut-outs for visitors to 
interactively capture a memory from this exhibit.  
 
The photograph will be 4 feet by 6 feet and printed and 
then mounted on a foam board. It is up to the exhibit 
committee to decide which faces to cut out and then 
use an X-ACTO knife to do so. The design team 
proposes printing at Signup in Lawrence.  
 
Currently, the image is unsuitable to be printed at a 
large scale. In order to enlarge the photograph, a 
rescan at 600dpi is required. After rescanning, the 
image will need to be photoshopped to divide the 
picture in half as seen here. 
 
Once the image is rescanned and printed, it is 
envisioned that this will be mounted near the 
“Basketball” chalkboards on the railing bars of the 
bleachers or on the ground using a frame structure.  



Other Display Details 
Yearbook Display 
During the planning process, Perry Pride received a 
tiered magazine display/shelving unit from the 
Jefferson County Historical Society. This will be used 
to display old yearbooks from local schools for visitors 
to look through.  
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Flickr Display 
A slideshow will display more recent photographs of 
athletes, sports, and teams in Perry. A Flickr account 
was set up to gather these images and they will loop 
continuously on a TV screen in the exhibition.  
 
While the exhibit is open and gains more exposure, 
there is potential for further image donations and 
inclusion in the slideshow.  



Banners 
This exhibit design includes three types of banners: 

● Introduction free-standing banner 
● Chalkboard display side banners 
● Pennant banner garland 

 
Fonts: 
  
Headings: 

● Rockwell 
● Italic 
● 175 pt.  

Body: 
● Palatino 
● 50 - 54 pt.  

Pennant Letters: 
● Rockwell 
● 300 pt.  
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Introduction Banner 
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This double-sided versatile banner will welcome visitors to 
the exhibit. The first side provides a general overview of 
“The Evolution of Team Sports Along the Kaw: Together We 
Are Stronger.” The opposite side features the Perry Pride 
logo allowing the banner to be reused for all future Perry 
Pride events.  
 
This banner is available for printing at FedEx Office.  
 
 



Introduction Banner Design 
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Side 1 Side 2 



Chalkboard Side Banners 
Each of the six display chalkboards will have one 
double-sided banner on one end. They will be sewn 
with pockets at the top and bottom for hanging.  
 
The banners can be printed on a microfiber fabric at 
Custom Color in Kansas City, Missouri. Because the 
banners are double-sided, they need to be printed 
head to head. This allows for a pocket to be sewn at 
the top and bottom with a blocker in between.  
 
Another option for side banners include printing on 
paper and folding over hanging dowel structure. All 
text is subject to change depending on local 
information. The digital copies can easily be edited 
prior to printing.  
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Pennant Banners 

Pennant garland banners will be hung above each chalkboard 
presenting the theme of the display. Each pennant will be 
constructed by community members with felt and glue.  
 
There will need to be 107 solid blue pennants with white letters, 
five white pennants with a blue border (border optional), and 
one white pennant with a blue border and a blue “&” symbol. 
 
The blue felt can be purchased by the yard to maximize 
resources and minimize cost. The white felt will be purchased in 
small sheets. 
 
The letters are estimated to be 300 point “Rockwell” font. The 
letters can be printed, then placed and traced on the white felt. 
After tracing, cut the letters and glue onto pennants. The final 
products will then need to be strung together and hung on the 
chalkboards. 
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Object, Image, & Archival Details 
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Objects 
The objects in this design proposal are not required 
for this display. If necessary, this exhibit can be an 
image-based one if the objects and display mounts 
become unavailable. 
 
Some of the objects are from Perry community 
members, while other objects are proposed to be 
borrowed from the Territorial Capitol Museum in 
Lecompton. A loan agreement should be made 
between TCM administration and Perry Pride for 
these objects. 
 
 

Images 
A large amount of the content in this exhibit revolves 
around photographic materials. These images provide 
excellent background information on the sporting 
history in Perry and the surrounding areas. 
 
Currently, many of the images lack sufficient 
resolution for printing at a high quality. It is imperative 
that these images be located and rescanned at at 
least 300 dpi. Smaller photographs need to be 
scanned at an even higher resolution (600+ dpi). 
 
It would also be beneficial to record the owner of the 
image at the time of the rescan in case of future 
issues. Also, this will allow each image displayed to 
have a reference line to the owner.  
 
 

Archival Materials 
Some of the items included on the chalkboards will be 
archival materials such as newspaper clippings or 
programs. The originals can be scanned, the scan can be 
printed, mounted using the same technique as the images, 
and then displayed safely as reproductions. 



Image, Archival, & Label Mounting 
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The mounting process chosen for this project is intended 
to be simple and effective in producing many mounted 
pictures, archival reproductions, and labels in a timely 
manner. Once the images and archival materials are 
printed on appropriate paper, the can easily be attached to 
the adhesive side of the Sintra mounting board. 
 
Images should be printed on photopaper, while archival 
reproductions and labels should be printed on white 
cardstock. 
 
Materials required for mounting: 

● 2 mil Sintra Board with one adhesive side 
● LaserJet Printer 
● Cardstock and Photopaper 
● Large Guillotine Cutter 
● Black Sharpie Pen (Optional) 

Follow these steps to mount all materials. Pictures and videos are 
provided to visually demonstrate this process. 

Step 1: 
● Print photograph, label or 

reproduction on appropriate 
paper 

● Print multiple labels on one 
sheet to save on materials 

 
Step 2: 

● Trim current item of excess 
paper around edges 

● Cut labels in groups, do not cut 
them down to individuals yet 



Image, Archival, & Label Mounting 
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Step 3: 
● Do not peel off the Sintra wax paper yet! 
● Line the current item or items onto the Sintra 

board 
● Line the combination of Sintra and item on 

the edge of the cutter so that the edge of the 
item sheet meets the cutting edge 

● Hold the Sintra in place and remove the item 
● Cut the Sintra 
● Repeat for multiple edges/cuts 
● Paper and Sintra should now be roughly the 

same size 
 
Step 4: 

● Peel of the wax paper from the Sintra 
● Line up a single edge of the photo or label 

sheet with the adhesive side of the Sintra 
● Compress the paper to the Sintra to adhere 

the two 
● The mounted label/photo can be squared 

later with trimming, it’s ok if they’re not 
perfectly in line on the first try! 

Step 5: 
● Trim the item to the desired 

size 
● This is where you would cut 

the grouped labels into 
individuals 

Step 6 (optional): 
● For dark photographs or copied archival 

material, it might be more visually appealing 
if the edge of the mounted/trimmed product 
is colored black using a black Sharpie Pen 

● The white edges tend to stick out on dark 
items 



Objects 
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Introduction Objects 
This platform will be set up next to the introduction banner. Two 
letterman jackets were selected one from Perry-Lecompton High 
School and one from the old Lecompton High School to welcome 
visitors to this exhibit.  
 
 
The specific mounting is uncertain at this time, and it will be up to 
the exhibit committee and fabricators to decide a proper display 
mount for the jackets. Preferably, the jackets would be mounted on 
some sort of mannequin because of ease and object safety. 
 
 
Another mounting option would be to build some armature that 
includes a vertical post with a crossbar or coat hanger attached to 
the top. The crossbar or hanger might require padding to support 
and fill out the form of the jacket. 



Objects 
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Football Objects 
This helmet and pads are from the Territorial Capitol 
Museum in Lecompton. There needs to be some sort of 
loan agreement between the TCM administration and 
Perry Pride before the start of the exhibit. 
 
 
The helmet already has a mount that can be used and 
the pads would rest directly on the platform shelf. The 
design envisions a football accompanying the football 
equipment if one can be procured. 
 
 
This helmet and pads does not have a known 
connection to a specific person or place, but provides 
an excellent example of early football equipment. When 
labeling these objects, a credit line to the Territorial 
Capitol Museum should be included. 



Objects 
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Track & Field Objects 
This trophy is from a Perry community member, Cristy 
Bidinger, and will also require a loan agreement 
between the owner and Perry Pride before the exhibit. It 
will be displayed by itself on a pedestal. 
 
 
The trophy was awarded to the Perry Medley Relay 
team in 1954 after they broke a state record that still 
stands today. 
 
 
When labeling this object, a credit line to Cristy Bidinger 
should be included. 



Objects 
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Mascot and Spirit Objects 
Three large objects will be displayed on one platform. It 
is envisioned that objects will form a triangle with the 
backs toward the center. 
 
 
Similar to the letterman jackets, mounts will need to be 
created for the Perry-Lecompton cheer uniform and the 
mascot head. Preferably, the uniform and head would 
be mounted on some sort of mannequin because of 
ease and object safety. 
 
 
Another mounting option would be to build some 
armature that includes a vertical post with a crossbar or 
coat hanger attached to the top. The crossbar or hanger 
might require padding to support and fill out the form of 
the uniform. The mascot head may only require the post 
with padding. 



Chalkboard Displays 
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The following pages show mock-up designs for each 
chalkboard display and its theme. The photographs selected 
are not definite inclusions for the final exhibit. The final photo 
selections are entirely up to the exhibit committee and may 
also depend on the availability of images rescanned at 
higher resolution. 
 
 
Some of the boards and images include caption labels and 
some content labels. These texts are also not definite, but 
included to provide a visual representation of how captions 
would be associated with the photos or archival 
reproductions. The captions will depend on final photograph 
selections. 
 
 
After the photographs, reproductions, and labels are 
mounted on Sintra, they will need to be adhered to the 
chalkboard displays. The design team suggests using 3M 
double-sided mounting tape cut into small squares to 
securely adhere the mounted items onto the boards. 

Two kinds of banners will be attached to each chalkboard 
display: double-sided text banners and title pennant banner 
garland.  
 
 
A double-sided text banner will be attached to one side edge 
of the board structure.  Using conduit pole spaced roughly 48 
inches apart, the banner will have pockets at top and bottom 
to slide over the conduit. 
 
 
The title pennant banner garland will be hung above the 
boards spanning from top corner to top corner. The garland 
should be hung with enough slack to create a slight dip in the 
middle of the garland. The garland will be tied to a dowel or 
conduit piece that is drilled into the top corners. 



School History Display 
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The school history display is presented 
as a timeline. It is envisioned that the 
timeline itself will be drawn in white chalk 
directly on the painted board. This 
includes the long arrow line, the vertical 
event lines, and the years. 
 
 
This design provides space for the 
original Lecompton High School to be 
included as well but a picture needs to be 
procured. 
 
 
These label templates are available on 
the flash drive accompanying this design 
brief. 



Bloomer Girls 
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The Bloomer Girls display is presented 
as one larger picture that covers nearly 
all of the board surface. This design 
element was chosen due to the 
importance of these teams to the Perry 
community and its ability to visually draw 
visitors into the exhibit. 



Girl’s Basketball/Title IX 
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The girl’s basketball display incorporates 
general history and the evolution of girls 
playing basketball through a discussion 
of Title IX.  
 
 
This board will include a bar graph made 
by the design team to visually present 
the impact of Title IX. The graph includes 
the sports available to boys and girls in 
Kansas pre- and post-Title IX. 
 
 
A digital copy of the graph is available on 
the flash drive accompanying this design 
brief. 



Girl’s Basketball Rules 
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The girl’s basketball rules display 
incorporates general history and the 
evolution of rule changes to the sport as 
it was played by girls.  
 
 
This board will include a copy of James 
Naismith’s 13 original rules made by the 
design team. It will also present a 
diagram that shows the layout of an early 
girl’s basketball court. 
 
 
A digital copy of the diagram is available 
on the flash drive accompanying this 
design brief. 



Boy’s Basketball 
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The boy’s basketball display incorporates 
general history of the sport. The design 
team envisions the board utilizing both 
photographs and archival reproductions 
from Perry basketball events. 



Football 
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The football display incorporates general 
history of the sport. The design team 
envisions the board utilizing photographs 
and a newspaper clipping to show Perry 
teams through several decades. 



Track & Field 
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The track and field display incorporates 
both general history and discusses two 
notable stories relating directly to Perry 
and local athletes. 
 
 
One story includes the 1954 Medley 
Relay team and its achievement of a 
state championship and record that has 
never been broken. The other presents 
information about Perry All-American 
track star, Cliff Abel. 
 
 
The board will utilize both photographs 
and archival reproductions. 



Spirit 
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The spirit display incorporates 
general history of cheerleading, 
band, and the support of Perry 
sports. The design team envisions 
the board utilizing photographs to 
show the different aspects of spirit 
at Perry athletic events. 
 
 
The opposite side of this board is 
open to be used at the discretion of 
the exhibit committee. Baseball has 
been discussed as a theme option 
for the open side. 



Mascots 

38 

The mascots display is also 
presented as a timeline. It is 
envisioned that the timeline itself will 
be drawn in white chalk directly on 
the painted board. This includes the 
long arrow line, the vertical event 
lines, and the years. 
 
 
These label templates are available 
on the flash drive accompanying this 
design brief. 



DIY Mascot 
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The design-your-own mascot display is 
presented as a blank chalkboard to be 
utilized as an interactive. It is envisioned 
that visitors will either color mascot 
templates or create new Kaws to be 
posted on this board.  
 
 
There should be a table, chairs, and 
coloring materials available near this 
board for guests to create their mascots. 
 
 
These mascot templates are available on 
the flash drive accompanying this design 
brief. Volunteers should monitor this area 
often to ensure coloring materials do not 
leave this area. 



Memories 
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The memories display is presented as a 
blank chalkboard to be utilized as an 
interactive. It is envisioned that three 
large pieces of paper will be attached to 
the board with prompts posted at the top. 
Visitors will be welcomed to respond to 
these prompts directly on the paper. 
 
 
There should be small tables and writing 
utensils available near this board for 
guests to share their responses. 
 
 
The sheets are intended to be replaced 
when necessary. Volunteers should 
monitor this area often to ensure writing 
materials do not leave this area. 



Backup Display Option 
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In case the chalkboard displays are not able to be fabricated, an 
alternative display method would be free-standing metal grid 
units. Three grid units would provide the same amount of surface 
area as the chalkboards for the display of banners, photographs, 
archival reproductions, and labels. 
 
 
Materials would have to be attached to the grid using a hook 
method, string, or even zip-ties.  
 
The side text banners could be mounted by inserting the same 
conduit through the pockets on the top and bottom and then 
running string through the hollow conduit to create a hanging 
banner. 
 
The pennant banner garland could easily be tied to near the top 
of the grid structure. 



Materials 
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Consult complete material list and and the associated url 
links in the flash drive accompanying this design brief to 
purchase materials online or locate in stores.  
 
 
Materials include: 
 
MDF Board 
White Pine 
Chalkboard Paint 
Mounting Tape 
Side Banners 
Conduit 
Felt 
PVC 
Rope 
Photocopy Paper 
Large Paper Sheets 
Coloring Materials 
 

White Paint 
Sintra  
Wood 
Primer 
Paint 
Photopaper 
Cardstock 
Fabric Glue 
String/Ribbon 
 
Freestanding Grid Unit (Optional) 



Budget 
Preliminary Budget 
Budget: $2,000 (with more available if needed) 
All estimates do not include tax 
 

Chalkboards (All Materials from Home Depot) 
MDF Board (for the panels) $137.82 
White pine (for legs and feet) $84 - $105 
Chalkboard paint (black or green) $19.34 - $38.68 
Double-sided mounting tape $15.97 
 

Banners with Chalkboard 
Side banners $600 
Side banner poles: (Home Depot) Conduit $5.97 
 

Pennant Garland (All Materials from Hobby Lobby) 
White felt sheets for letters $3.95 
White felt sheets for white triangles $2.37 
Blue felt fabric for blue triangles $11.98 
Fabric glue $7.78 
String/Ribbon $11.50 
 

Sintra Board for Matting Photographs & Archival Materials $100.50 
Introduction Banner $169.99 
Printing Life-size Photograph $155.43 
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Stanchions (All Materials from Home Depot) 
Use leftover MDF board from chalkboards to create bases 
PVC Pipe $26.52 - $35.36 
Rope Option 1 $57.14 
Rope Option 2 $78.97 
White Spray Paint (to cover PVC markings) $21.08 
 

Football Display 
Wood Rtd Southern Yellow Pine Plywood Sheathing $147.87 
Primer White Water-Based Latex Interior/Exterior Multi-Surface Primer, Sealer 
and Stain-Blocker $16.98 
Paint Pure Black Hi-Gloss Enamel Exterior/Interior Paint $30.98 
 

Hanger Mounts for Letter Jackets At discretion of builders 
 

Printing Photos & Archival Materials Determined by where materials 
printed 
 

Printing Coloring Pages Determined by where materials are printed 

Preliminary Total = $1706.14 – $1745.32 
 

Backup Option for Chalkboard Displays 
Freestanding Grid Units $236.25 
 



Contact Information 
Rebecca Dickman 
rdickman331@gmail.com 
(563) 357-1699 

Callie Miller 
cal.miller.11@gmail.com 
(913) 660-3436 

Katie Manley
kaitlinamanley@gmail.com 
(308) 380-7276 

Erik Radowski 
eradowski@gmail.com 
(402) 670-1786 
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Rebecca and Callie should be 
the primary contacts for any 
questions this summer and when 
the display is being installed as 
Erik and Katie are graduating 
and will not be in the area. 

Vendors 
Custom Color, Kansas City, MO 

● Mark Oliver 
● moliver@customcolor.com 

 
FedEx Office, Lawrence, KS 

● (785) 843-8019 
(785) 843-019 
(785) 8438019 
Signup, Lawrence, KS

● (785) 856-7444 
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